Malignant pleural mesothelioma: overview of the North American and European experience.
MPM is an uncommon disease with limited treatment options. Early diagnosis, a standardized staging system, early referral to centers experienced in MPM, and efforts to develop collaborative multicenter trials are essential to improving treatment for patients with MPM. Efforts to manage this malignancy, which is projected to peak in the twenty-first century, constitute an important international health concern, particularly because the use of asbestos, despite successful regulatory efforts in many parts of the world, continues unabated in others.